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VISION: 

Strengthening the community through the involvement of parents, educators and 

community leaders working together to provide an environment that fosters academic 

excellence and develops strong character in our students. We shape global citizens who 

set life goals and practice lives of service and virtue. 

 

MISSION: 

Help all students achieve their highest academic and character potential using proven, 
accelerated academic programs while providing a safe environment. 
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Caprock Academy Contacts 

 

School Address:  714 24 ½ Road, Grand Junction, CO  81505 

Phone:  970-243 -1771       Fax:  970-243-3612  

Website Address:  www.caprockacademy.org 

Head of School:  Mr. Andrew Collins 

Assistant to the Head of School:  Mrs. Nikole Duran 

Dean of Students:  Mr. Dan Salazar (Grades 6-12)  

          Mrs. Zema Chambers (Grades K-5) 

Director of Facilities and Business:  Mr. Dan Sherrill  

Director of Data and Assessment:  Mr. Ron Phillips                                                                                 

Director of Community Involvement and Stewardship:  Ms. Samantha Morgan 

Director of Support Services:  Mrs. Anne-Marie Klein  

Director of Student Plans:  Miss Kerri Schulze 

Director of Athletics:  Mr. Bruce Crowhurst 

Registrar:  Ms. Correne Coty 
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To support our vision and mission, Caprock Academy builds upon the 

foundational elements of... 

Academics: 

 Learned citizens draw on the knowledge of the Ancients (scholarship)  
 Accelerated academic program exceeds Colorado standards  
 Classical Education (Grammar, Logic and Rhetoric).  Students are explicitly taught to seek the 

truth and use truth to have a conversation through Socratic discussion. 
 Latin instruction provides a foundation for language acquisition of American English, as well as 

European languages 
 Curricula chosen that reflects the mission of Caprock Academy are proven effective through 

solid research and proper implementation 

 Character:   

 Community oriented  
 Character education:  integrated, purposeful character education based on widely accepted 

virtues such as integrity, respect and honor 
 Strong sense of community.  High school students serve 20 hours per school year of Community 

Service projects and parents/family members serve 10 hours per student/per year of volunteer 
hours 

 Active family involvement  
 Firm code of conduct  
 Dress code  

Accountability: 

 Highly qualified, passionate teachers  
 Independent governing board (increased autonomy in exchange for accountability)  
 Accountable to families through yearly surveys  
 Ongoing staff and board development  
 Student evaluations  
 Accountability council will adhere to all state accreditation standards 
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Caprock Academy High School Graduation Requirements: 
 
Caprock Academy will award students their diplomas.  Students must earn at least 28 credits to 
graduate, but may have the opportunity to earn 32 credits.   

English:  6 credits (*required) 

1. Classical Literature - 9th (1 credit)* Traditional or Honors 
2. Composition I - 9th (½ credit)* Traditional 
3. British Literature - 10th  (1 credit)* Traditional or Honors 
4. American Literature - 11th  (1 credit)* Traditional or Honors 
5. World Literature/Senior Seminar - 12th (1 credit)* Traditional or AP 
6. Rhetoric - 11th  (½ credit)* 
7. English Elective  

 Modern Literature 

 Journalism 

 Creative Writing  

 Speech and Debate 

 AP Language and Literature 

Math:  4 credits (required classes depending on sequence start) 

1. Foundations of Math I/II/III/IV 
2. Algebra I/II 
3. Geometry 
4. Pre-Calculus 
5. Calculus  
6. Statistics I/II 
7. Advanced Math 
8. Economics/Personal Finance - 12th 

Science:  3 credits (required classes depending on sequence start) 

1. Physical Science - 9th 
2. Biology - 9th or 10th   Traditional or AP 
3. Chemistry - 10th or 11th 
4. AP Physics - 11th or 12th 
5. AP Physics II 
6. Science Electives 

 Botany and Zoology 

 Astrology/Geology 

 Anatomy and Physiology I/II 

 Biology II (prerequisite required) 

 AP Environmental Science 
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Social Science:  4 credits (*required) 

1. Western Civilization I - 9th * Traditional or Honors 
2. Western Civilization II - 10th  * Traditional or Honors 
3. American History - 11th * Traditional or Honors/AP 
4. American Government - 12th (1 semester)* Traditional or AP 
5. Eastern Civilization - 12th (1 semester)* Traditional or Honors 
6. Social Science Electives  

 Current Events 

 Colorado History 

 AP Psychology 

 AP European History 

Foreign Languages:  2 consecutive credits (*required) 

1. Latin I - 9th * Traditional or Honors 
2. Latin II - IV 
3. Spanish I - IV 
4. French I - IV 
5. Other languages based on resources and staff 

Philosophy:  1 credit (*required) 

1. Moral Philosophy I (½ credit - one semester) 9th * Traditional or Honors 
2. Moral Philosophy II (½ credit - one semester) 11th * Traditional or Honors 

Physical Education:  1 credit 

¼ credit is allowed per organized sport per year not exceeding 1 credit during high school or P.E. class (½ 
credit per semester) Outside activities approved through the Head of School. 

Technology Education: ½ credit (*required) 

1. Computer Literacy (one semester)  9th * 
2. Elective - Graphic Arts -  11th or 12th 

Fine Arts:  2 credits (½ credit every year) 

1. Studio Arts 
2. Band 
3. Choir 
4. Theatre 
5. Elective - Art History 
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Sample Four Year Plan: 

Grade 9 

1. Classical Literature/Composition I 
2. Math   
3. Science (Physical Science or Biology) 
4. Western Civilization I * Traditional or Honors 
5. Latin I 
6. Computer Literacy (one semester)/Moral Philosophy I (Grade 9 or 10) 
7. Fine Arts - at least one semester or PE 

Grade 10 

1. British Literature/Composition II 
2. Math  
3. Science (Biology or Chemistry) 
4. Western Civilization II * Traditional or Honors 
5. Foreign Language  
6. Fine Arts - at least one semester or PE 
7. Elective  

Grade 11 

1. American Literature 
2. Math  
3. Science (Chemistry or Physics) 
4. American History 
5. Foreign Language (unless it has been fulfilled – see page 6) 
6. Rhetoric and Moral Philosophy II (one semester each) 
7. Fine Arts - at least one semester 
8. Elective 

Grade 12 

1. World Literature/Senior Seminar 
2. Math  
3. American Government/Eastern Civilization (one semester each) 
4. Fine Arts - at least one semester elective 
5. Economics/Personal Finance 
6. Foreign Language (unless it has been fulfilled - see page 6) 
7. Elective 
8. Elective 

 

 

 



  
 

8 
 

Grading Scale - Honors/AP: 

In addition to these general parameters, we will be using the following grade scales for High School. 
The letter and numerical grades for this system are listed below: 

 

Standard Course      Honors/Advanced Placement 
    GPA Credit                      GPA Credit 
A 90-100% 4.0    5.0 
B 80-89% 3.0    4.0 
C 70-79% 2.0    3.0 
D 64-69% 1.0    2.0 
F <64%  0.0    0.0 

 

The grading scale as defined above is utilized for all high school students. Incompletes will only be 
given under special circumstances as determined by the Head of School.  Parents and students 
should always be informed of the student’s progress.  To be in good academic standing the student 
must maintain a 2.0 Grade-Point Average. 

Advanced Placement and Honors classes are intended for those students with proven high academic 
performance.  Incoming freshmen must have earned at least a B each quarter in 8th grade Algebra I (or 
higher math), 8C Literature, Science and Social Science to be considered for honors classes.  In high 
school, students must maintain at least a 75% average each quarter in all of their honors/AP class and a 
cumulative of at least 3.0 GPA.  Students who fall below 75% for any quarter in a Honors/AP class will be 
moved out of that honor/AP class and into traditional level class at semester’s end, scheduling 
constraints permitting.   Students may reenter the honors track if their annual GPA in the entire 
preceding school year once again exceeds 3.0.  The Head of School may waive the preceding 
requirements in exceptional cases.   

Transcripts will show a student’s enrollment history, GPA, class rank, community service hours, current 
grade, birth date, gender, courses taken in the current school year with grades listed per class and 
credits attempted and earned. 

Honors/AP Track: 

*Students who take Honors/AP level courses have the opportunity to take the AP exams or the CLEP 
tests.  Honors and AP classes will be denoted on transcripts and there will be an explanation included on 
the GPA scale. 

Gifted and Talented: 

High School gifted and talented students meet with an administrator to choose their coursework. These 
students can choose from Honors/AP sections of certain courses, advanced level math courses, and/or 
plan to take Advanced Placement tests. 
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Caprock Academy 

Caprock Academy 
High School Course Descriptions 

2019-2020 
 

Overview: 

This booklet serves as an informational packet to be used by students and parents when determining 

which classes will best suit graduation needs as well as desired elective tracks. While the school will 

make efforts to keep these descriptions updated and accurate, this list does not replace the formal 

syllabus for any class and the school may change, add, or remove any classes from or to this list at any 

time. If a parent or student has any questions about formal class descriptions and/or syllabi, they are 

encouraged to contact the school office. A grey highlighted course indicates that it is a required course to 

graduate from Caprock Academy. 

English/Literature 

American Literature – Traditional or Honors – Required Junior Course    1 Cr.  

Our journey into the American Experience will begin with a review of the summer reading The Crucible.  

Our literature survey will introduce students to some of the great works and characters from the 17th 

through the 20th centuries in America.  The selected works will trace the emergence of the American 

literary tradition beginning with Irving and Hawthorne, then Emerson, Stowe, Twain, Melville and up to 

Fitzgerald and other authors of the 20th century.   

Literary analysis, critical thinking, close reading, and argument writing will prepare students for college 

level English courses.  In addition to writing analytical argument papers, students will create projects 

and presentations that focus on key aspects of the texts in order to differentiate the class’s approach to 

the material. 

Using proven methods such as Socratic dialogue and a humanities approach, we will also explore the 

evolving ideas, historical trends, and culture of this era.  Authors such as Hawthorne, Emerson, Stowe, 

Melville and Twain will help us discover the ways in which literature speaks to the human condition, and 

more specifically for this course, the American condition. 

Together, we will explore the following four questions: 

1. How do we define the American self? 

2. Why would people sacrifice to get here? 

3. When does America, or American history, begin? 

4. How do ancient civilizations impact the modern world? 

AP English Language and Composition        1 Cr. 

Aligned to an introductory college-level rhetoric and writing curriculum, the AP Composition course 

cultivates the reading and writing skills that students need for college success and intellectually 
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responsible civic engagement. The course guides students in becoming curious, critical, and responsive 

readers of diverse texts, and becoming flexible reflective writers of texts addressed to diverse audiences 

for diverse purposes. The reading and writing students do in the course deepen and expand their 

understanding of how written language functions rhetorically: to communicate writers’ intentions and 

elicit readers’ responses in particular situations. The course cultivates the rhetorical understanding and 

use of written language by directing students’ attention to writer/reader interactions in their reading 

and writing of various formal and informal genres (e.g., memos, letters, advertisements, political satires 

personal narratives, scientific arguments, cultural critiques, research reports).  

AP English Literature and Composition – Required Senior Course if not taking World Literature 1 Cr.  

AP English Literature and Composition aims to engage questions of human purpose, responsibility, and 

freedom. Students have already engaged these topics through other courses and texts, but this class will 

place them in direct conversation with the most influential treatments of the role of the human being in 

world literature. The class will study texts such as Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky, The 

Apology of Socrates by Plato, Tess of the d’Ubervilles by Thomas Hardy, The Inferno by Dante Alighieri, 

Macbeth by William Shakespeare, Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad and several pieces of 

contemporary literature and poetry as selected. In each case students will seek to identify the strategies 

or narrative techniques the author uses to engage an audience and assert his or her views. Students will 

conclude the year by making their first major contributions to this ongoing human conversation by 

writing a 20-25 page thesis in response to the question “What is the good life?” 

Bible as Literature          ½ Cr. 

The Bible as Literature class will be focusing on the writings that have been recorded in the Bible. This 

purpose of this class to offer students the opportunity to read, discuss, and write about stories that have 

helped shape the world we currently live in. Students will study the historical period between 3000 B.C. 

and 150 A.D. and how it influenced the writing found in the books of the Old and New Testament. The 

primary text is The Harper Collins Study Bible which contains materials from the Jewish Bible, Protestant 

Bible, Orthodox Bible, Catholic Bible, and other revisionist writings.       

Using proven methods such as Socratic dialogue and a humanities approach, we will explore the ideas, 

culture, and advances of this era.  We will learn that prophets of the Old Testament and the New 

Testament struggled with many of the same concerns that face mankind today.  Together, we will 

discuss themes such as identity, loss, love, free will, duty, moral order, and redemption. 

British Literature – Traditional or Honors – Required Sophomore Course    1 Cr.  

Honors Class:  Beginning with a review of our summer reading, Frankenstein, our literature survey will 

introduce students to some of the great works and characters from British classical literature. Spanning 

centuries of British literature, the selected works will trace the development of the English language 

beginning with Anglo Saxons. From there we will move on to Middle English and Chaucer, meet 

Shakespeare and the Elizabethans, Dickens and the Victorians, and conclude with George Orwell’s 

dystopian novel, 1984. 
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Traditional Class:  Beginning with a review of our summer reading, Frankenstein, our literature survey 

will introduce students to some of the great works and characters from British classical literature. 

Spanning centuries of British literature, the selected works will trace the development of the English 

language beginning with Anglo Saxons. From there we will move on to Shakespeare and the 

Elizabethans, Dickens and the Victorians, and conclude with George Orwell’s dystopian novel, 1984. 

Classical Literature – Traditional or Honors – Required Freshman Course    1 Cr. 

This class will offer in-depth readings of selected works from the Classical World.  We will begin the 

course with the summer reading, the Babylonian text The Epic of Gilgamesh.  Our next reading will be 

Homer’s epic The Odyssey followed by an exploration of the gods, goddesses, and monsters presented 

in Edith Hamilton’s Mythology and Hesiod’s Theogony.  From Hesiod our readings will proceed to 

Sophocles’ Theban Plays and the origins of Greek Theatre, followed by the second Homeric epic The 

Iliad.  

 
In the fourth quarter we return to Greek Tragedy with a focus on Aeschylus’s trilogy The Oresteia.   
 
Our journey through Classical Literature, literary analysis, critical thinking, and argument writing will 
help prepare students for college level English courses.  The rigorous readings serve as our content. 
Analysis, synthesis, and original composition will be emphasized over mere knowledge, recall, and 
surface level comprehension. Socratic discussions will be central to our exploration of the evolving ideas, 
historical trends, and themes of this era. 
 
  Course Objectives 

1. Students will learn to identify epic conventions. 

2. Students will apply critical thinking skills in analyzing literature. 

3. Students will expand individual vocabulary. 

4. Students will refine their use of grammar and syntax in composition. 

5. Students will discuss the ideas presented by the authors and identify premises, biases, and 

rhetorical strategies in the text. 

6. Student’s will discuss, debate, and write paragraphs and essays as they reflect on their readings. 

 

Composition I – Required Freshman Course if not taking Classical Literature-Honors  ½ Cr. 

This class will prepare students for sophisticated writing at the high school and early college levels. 

While the course will focus primarily upon the academic “paper,” students will also delve into the world 

of the literary essay, a genre graced by George Orwell, G.K. Chesterton, C.S. Lewis, and other great 

writers. In addition we will analyze select short stories to identify textual evidence, make claims, and 

develop a thesis—as pre-writing work. Along the way, students will reinforce their command of English 

mechanics, sharpen their style, and cultivate their individual voices and critical thinking skills; students 

will learn how to think about assignments, select or design a thesis, and execute their plans efficiently 

and precisely. 
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Creative Writing I/II          ½ Cr. 

Creative Writing will give students the practice needed to develop and refine their skills as a wordsmith. 

Throughout the year we will focus on using diction, detail, imagery, syntax, and tone to build compelling 

and vivid narrative prose. The class will begin with students selecting a mentor writer to study and 

emulate. The class will be organized as a seminar/workshop wherein students will write, give readings, 

and constructive criticism of each other’s work. Students will work as individuals on short stories, 

poetry, descriptive passages, plays, and novel excerpts. Over the course of the year students can expect 

to produce 50 or more pages of work and develop greater fluency and confidence in their prose. They 

will also work in writing teams to write screenplays formatted to Hollywood standards. 

Journalism           1 Cr. 

The Journalism course is designed to give students a basic understanding of journalism and newspaper 

writing techniques. Students will write, edit, and layout a minimum of four issues of the school 

newspaper as well as submit page layouts and designs for the school yearbook. Students in this course 

do all the work for publication of each issue of the paper. Students will develop their writing abilities and 

editing skills by creating several articles for the school paper. Students will also develop skills in 

photography and comic drawing. The course will also require some after school deadlines as well as 

some out-of-school time for news coverage. Journalism is a class designed for students who wish to 

polish their writing skills with a focus on the written media as a genre. Newspaper and other forms of 

print media will be represented in class discussions, lectures, and assignments. This two-semester 

course provides preparation for future journalism courses and life experience in producing a school 

newspaper and yearbook.  Students will learn to write articles, take photos, design layouts, and create 

pages during this class. This course will include computer work, notes and discussion with the aim that 

students understand the concepts. While some vocabulary may be unfamiliar, it must be learned within 

the conceptual framework; memorization of definitions is not sufficient for success. Time management 

is an important key to success in this class. 

Writing will be non-fiction in nature and, in most cases, will require extensive reading, research and/or 

interviews. Students will be heavily involved in writing for the Eagle’s Quill, Caprock’s School 

Newspaper, as well as editing and developing Caprock Academy’s yearbook. 

Modern Literature A/B          ½ Cr. 

This course aims to provide students with an introduction to the modern literature of the 20th century, 

particularly literature which focuses on identity. Within the text and context of the assigned novels, we 

will discuss the connection between human identity and the cultural identities of the United States and 

other nations in the 20th century. We will read literature by Dickens, Joyce, Bradbury, Hemingway, Lewis, 

and Steinbeck. Students will analyze and interpret the texts via Socratic discussion, Close Readings, 

Power Point Presentations, and tests. 

Shakespeare A/B          ½ Cr. 

The objective of this course is to introduce students to a variety of Shakespeare’s plays and poetry and 
to foster a lifelong love and appreciation for them. In addition, students will gain an overview of The 
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Bard’s childhood, adult years, and the Globe Theatre as well as their impact on his work. We will study 
plays selected from the four genres:  Comedies, Histories, Romances, and Tragedies.   
 
The class is designed to be dynamic and experiential. In addition to close-readings, quizzes, and tests, 
students will do projects, skits, read passages aloud in class, view professional productions of some of 
the plays, memorize select soliloquys, and reenact certain scenes. 
 
“Four centuries after he wrote them, the works of William Shakespeare continue to entertain and 
intrigue audiences around the world. Shakespeare’s genius permanently shaped the English language, 
while his knowledge of the human mind and heart speaks to us across the years. In the words of his 
friend and rival playwright Ben Jonson, “He was not of an age, but for all time.”  – Folger Shakespeare 
Library. 
 
Speech and Debate           1 Cr. 

This class will introduce students to the world of competitive speech while cultivating practical skills 

applicable outside of the competitive realm. Students will learn debate theory and communication 

through an intensive, hands-on approach.  They will practice formal argumentation, persuasive 

speaking, case-writing, and advanced note-taking.  In pursuit of these goals, they will analyze current 

events and issues, study ethical philosophy and practice discussing controversial topics in nuanced, 

balanced language.  While the class will focus on formal debate, the end goal is the cultivation of sound, 

logic-based communication and deliberation skills. 

Women Authors I          ½ Cr. 
 
This course begins with the question “What is Women’s Literature?” and introduces students to female 

authors whose written works have helped develop an awareness of the social and historical forces that 

have affected women's lives and their writing during various eras. Students will become familiar with 

women writers as we read and examine work from a variety of genres including gothic romance, non-

fiction, mystery, and contemporary fiction. Novels that will be read are Wuthering Heights, Beloved, A 

Room of One’s Own, and A Crooked House. Students will also gain an awareness of the importance of 

writing as a social action.  

This is not a feminist-based class; it is a course that asks you to become increasingly aware of the ways 

in which women's writing has been produced and consumed within many different situations, or 

contexts, in their lives. 

Women Authors II          ½ Cr. 
 
This course begins with the question “What is Women’s Literature?” and proceeds through a variety of 

readings in an attempt to expose you to the scope of women’s lives and concerns as represented in 

literature. Over the course of this class, you will familiarize yourself with the writing of women from a 

variety of genres: novelists Jane Austen and Willa Cather; short story writers Charlotte Gilman Perkins, 

Zora Neale Hurston, Kate Chopin and Joyce Carol Oates; poets Maya Angelou, Sylvia Plath, Margaret 

Atwood and others, and will examine how these works voice similar or differing concerns depending on 
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the writers’ race, class, and time frame. To this end, you will be reading selections focused around a 

theme or idea represented in women’s literature from different historical periods. 

This is not a feminist-based class; it is a course that asks you to become increasingly aware of the ways 

in which women's writing has been produced and consumed within many different situations, or 

contexts, in their lives. 

World Literature – Required Senior Course if not taking AP Literature and Composition  1 Cr. 

This course is intended to prepare students for post-graduation studies or employment. The novels used 

help students engage with and discuss difficult concepts of maturity including questions of human 

purpose, responsibility, and freedom. World Literature will place them in the most direct conversation 

with the most influential thinkers throughout history. The class will study texts such as Shakespeare’s 

play Macbeth, The Apology of Socrates by Plato, Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad, Man’s Search for 

Meaning by Viktor Frankl, Tess of the d’Urbervilles by Hardy, and Dante’s Inferno by Dante Alighieri. 

Students will contribute to this ongoing human conversation by writing a 20 – 25 page thesis paper that 

addresses the question, “What is the good life?” 

Rhetoric – Required Junior or Senior Course       ½ Cr. 

The objective of this course is to provide students with an introduction to rhetoric, 1/3 of the trivium. It 

is an art concerning itself with the mastery of language in both written and spoken forms. It has long 

been considered the crowning jewel of a liberal arts education. Great rhetoric operates effectively and 

persuasively on three levels: reason, feeling and belief. Aristotle believed that rhetorical skill must 

consist in the ability to, “1) reason logically, 2) understand human character and goodness in various 

forms, and 3) understand the emotions… to know their causes and the way in which they are excited.” 

Rhetoric, therefore, appeals to the mind, but is not solely intellectual; it appeals to the sentiments, but 

is not exceedingly sentimental; it seeks to persuade by altering convictions and beliefs by supporting 

reason. It is nobler than mere enchantment. The rules of rhetoric are intended to provide one with the 

power of persuasion, which is perhaps one of the greatest powers since little happens unless people 

believe “something.” The successful rhetorician determines that “something.” Theirs’ is the power to set 

the course. As with any power, it can be used for good or ill; it can be virtuous or ignoble, and what 

begins as rhetoric may end in demagoguery.  It is a sort of platitudinous truth that the abuse of power is 

nearly always preceded by the abuse of language. Wisdom, therefore, requires more than fluency in the 

“belles letters,” and education provides a single set of tools capable of clarifying or concealing, 

revealing, or defacing truth. To grapple with the thoughts, passions, beliefs, and in many instances, the 

lives of men is a genuine struggle.  

With these thoughts in mind, it is the purpose of this course not merely to provide a rudimentary 

knowledge of the ways in which one might artfully arrange their thoughts and words, but to have as 

their end, the aims of truth and virtue, and above all, the capacity to counter their opposites. 
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Eastern Mythology – Egypt, the Middle East, and Japan      ½ Cr. 

Mythology permeated the religion and culture of ancient civilizations. As an integral feature of everyday 

life, mythology was expressed in numerous civic and private monuments. This course provides 

information that will increase one's awareness and appreciation of the intricate relationship between 

mythology and the cultural development of ancient civilizations of Egypt, The Middle East, and Japan. 

Mythology           ½ Cr. 

Mythology permeated the religion and culture of ancient civilizations. As an integral feature of everyday 

life, mythology was expressed in numerous civic and private monuments. This course provides 

information that will increase one's awareness and appreciation of the intricate relationship between 

mythology and the cultural development of ancient civilizations of the Greeks, Romans, Norse, and 

Celts.  

Fine Arts 

Band            1 Cr. 

The High School Band program is designed to develop students with previous experience on band 

instruments to their full potential as ensemble players. The band experience includes a thorough review 

of the basics of their level of instrument playing and further development of these to the highest levels 

of technical skills. Major performances include the USO show in November, Western Colorado Music 

Invitational in April, Spring Concert in May, and Graduation. Other performances may include the all-

school pledge of allegiance and other community performances. Music of all periods, styles, and 

nationalities are performed. Students are required to practice 60 minutes per week. 

Chorus            ½ Cr. 

Students will: 

 Become fluent in the language of music as a manner of artistic, intellectual, and cultural 

expression.  

 Perform, create and respond to music as a means of development and growth, enhancing the 

ability to express the otherwise inexpressible and to facilitate growth in many areas of academic 

development. 

 Create a safe environment in which students can feel free to be creative, expressive and honest 

with each other while honing their singing technique, understanding of music theory and 

performance practices.  

 Understand the importance of each individual doing their part so as to achieve success as a 

group, and to acknowledge that public performance is the means to achieve this. 

In addition, a choir of excellence strives for high standards of musical performance and understanding.  

Areas of expertise would include the ability to sight read simple to difficult melodic phrases, understand 

time signatures, rhythmic notation, musical terminology, and dynamics, all while developing outstanding 

performance skills with accurate vocal tonality. 
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Show Choir           ½ Cr. 

Show choir will be a semester long class that combines singing and movement. Students will help choose 

music based on a common theme, learn singing parts and help choreograph movements. There will be 

several live performances involving elements of singing, dancing and costuming. 

Studio Art           ½ Cr. 

Studio art is designed to provide an overview and introduction to Visual Arts through the use of a variety 

of art tools and materials. With an emphasis on studio production, this course is designed to develop 

higher-level thinking, art criticism, art history, and aesthetics. This course emphasizes the creative 

thought process. It will allow students the opportunity for creative expression through a variety of art 

experiences that sharpen their awareness and perception, permitting them to create more in-depth 

works of art of high aesthetic quality. Studio art will provide students with the ability to elicit art 

criticism and assessment through understanding the nature of art, their own artistic creations and that 

of the others. 

Theatre            ½ Cr. 

In this experiential class, the theatre student will develop his/her instrument (the body) for stage acting.  

By semester’s end, the student will demonstrate proper voice production and body mechanics; 

orientation to the stage, its personnel and terminology; ready (and reckless) access to his/her 

imagination through improvisation; auditioning skills; script analysis and character analysis using the 

Stanislavski System; performance of monologue(s) and/or scenes; and knowledge of several theatre 

genres (i.e., Greece, Shakespeare, 20th Century). 

Technical Theatre          ½ Cr. 

Technical theatre will be a class that supplements the HS Fall Theatre Production. In this class students 

will explore set design, costume design, make-up design, production publicity, and props. We will work 

closely with the 1st hour theatre class and will be expected to “run the show” from behind the scenes. 

Students will need to be available some Fridays and all of production week. 

Art History           ½ Cr. 

This introductory art history course examines the importance of art in society from the beginning of 

civilizations discovering the areas that impact the types of art and styles of the time. Discovery of the 

reasons why art has remained a constant throughout all of the eras of history will be the main focus of 

the course. The student will make the connections of modern art and the future of what art is to 

become by an in-depth study of the past cultures and societies. Critical analysis of major art works, 

artists, and genres is a skill that will be acquired and assessed throughout the semester. 

-Throughout history, the human form has been explored in art and has traditionally been seen as 

beautiful and worthy of imitation through art. Therefore, there will occasionally be some nudity in the 

artwork shown in class. All art has been chosen for its appropriateness in content and importance within 

the period of history we are studying.- 
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Music Theory           ½ Cr. 

Students will learn core concepts of music, and how music is organized and written in the realm of 

Western Art Music. 

PE 

Physical Education          ½ Cr. 

The purpose of this course is to give students the knowledge and skills necessary to lead a healthy 

lifestyle through activity. Students will engage in a variety of individual and team sports with an 

emphasis on physical fitness. Physical education will also build student sportsmanship, communication, 

cooperation, and teamwork.  

*This course is guided by the NASPE (National Association for Sport and Physical Education) Standards 

and Colorado State Standards for health, Safety and Physical Education. 

Humanities 

American Government – Required Senior Course if not taking AP US Government & Politics  ½ Cr. 

In this course, we will explore the ever-evolving role of government in American society, and how we 

react to and interact with our government.  Why is the Federal government the way it is?  What did the 

Founders intend?  How did it change over the years?  What were the epochal moments?  Why do 

Americans think the way they do?  How did you develop your political leanings?   

As much as is possible in a semester, we will study the American political system, including the 

government itself, the founding documents, court decisions, interest groups, voters (and non-voters!) 

and the writings of insightful or influential politicians and political observers.  Frequently, we will read 

the source documents.  For instance, we will not just read about what others write about the Founder’s 

thoughts, we will read selected Federalist Papers (and, Anti-federalist essays, too); we will not just read 

about the US Constitution, we will read and discuss it in detail. 

AP US Government and Politics – Required Senior Course if not taking American Government  ½ Cr. 

Course description coming soon! 

American History – Traditional or Honors – Required Junior Course    1 Cr. 

American history courses usually begin around the year 1776.  But this was when the “American 

Experiment” began in earnest.  This class will begin by examining the issues of exploration and 

“discovery” of the New World pre-dating 1492.  Students will be allowed time to survey the civilizations 

of the inhabitants of what is now North and South America prior to the voyage of European explorers.  

Students will also study the explorations of European merchants, political machinations of European 

monarchs and the shifts in populations and ideas which influenced the British colonists to revolt in the 

year 1776.  From this point forward students will begin an in depth study of the American experiment.   
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American History (11th grade) is divided into four thematic units: The Conquest of The New World, The 

Formation of America, The American Dream, and The American World. This course also includes the 

research and writing of a 12- to 14-page term paper, with special emphasis on creating an original and 

workable thesis statement that moves beyond capable summary into thoughtful analysis. The research 

question students will be asked to research, think and write about will be: “What does it mean to be an 

American?” 

The art of discussion among students—as opposed to a question-and-answer format—is the 

methodological approach of history teachers at Caprock Academy. In addition, emphasis is placed on the 

following core skills: reading, retention, crafting, and expression. Ultimately, these skills demand an 

active and dynamic partnership between teacher and student, between thought and delivery, between 

inquiry and result. 

AP European History 1600-1945        1 Cr. 

This course offers a broad survey of modern European history, from the Renaissance to the urbanization 

society. Along with the consideration of major events and figures such as the French Revolution and 

Napoleon, attention will be paid to the experience of ordinary people in times of upheaval and 

transition. The period will be viewed neither in terms of historical inevitability nor as a procession of 

great men, but rather through the lens of the interrelations between demographic change, political 

revolution, and cultural development. Textbook accounts will be accompanied by the study of 

exemplary works of art, literature, and primary sources. 

AP Human Geography          1 Cr. 

This is a 2 semester class that consists of topics drawn from seven interrelated units of study. These 

units are: Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives, Population Geography, Cultural Patterns and 

Processes, Political Organization of Space, Economic Development, Agricultural and Rural Land Use, 

Industrialization, Settlement and Services, Cities and Urban Land Use, Resource Management, and 

Careers in Geography. 

Colorado History          ½ Cr. 

This class is a study of the history and geography of the state of Colorado from the pre-historic cliff 

dwellers to the Spanish occupation to the Gold Rush to modern times. It will also look at important 

historical figures that have influenced the history and event in Colorado.  The text, A Colorado History 

provides a comprehensive and accessible panoramic history of the Centennial State. From the arrival of 

the Paleo-Indians to contemporary times, this book leads readers on an extraordinary exploration of a 

remarkable place. 

Eastern Civilization I – Traditional or Honors – Required Senior Course    ½ Cr. 

The course Introduction to Asian History will be just that: an introduction for students who may not 

have had any real background in non-European or nonwestern history. Knowing one's own past and 

heritage is rightly the first priority, but those peoples who have descended from this Western tradition 

constitute a relatively small portion of the world's population. Indeed, most human beings over most of 
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recorded history have been participants of a distinctly different experience. This class provides an entry 

into understanding that experience.  

Organization of the course: We will look at each of the major cultures of Asia (major being defined as 

those which have had the greatest influence not only on their own region of the world – Asia – but also 

in the wider human experience). This comprises China, India, Mongolia, Japan, and Korea. Each of these 

three major cultures will be examined separately, in that order, up through the middle to end of the 

nineteenth century. Then, we will look at them more or less simultaneously as each sought ways to 

meet the challenges of Westernism – the threat and potential of science and science based technology, 

modern political forms, and an increasingly secular society. Each one of these Asian cultures pursued a 

distinct path in trying to meet and learn from the West while remaining in essential ways true to their 

own traditions. Finally, here is what you will be expected to do by the end of the class: recognize and 

clearly identify those fundamental elements of Asia which differentiate it from what we mean by the 

West, and also to account for these differences. That is to say you will be able to explain why the East is 

as it is, and the West is as it is. 

History of Conflict          ½ Cr. 

Students must complete Western Civilization I and II as a prerequisite for this course. This class will go 

through and provide a critical overview of war in and between cultures and peoples across time and 

geographical space. Through reading and discussion students will look at battles throughout history to 

find possible trends and patterns. While spending time gaining focused context on the order of Battle, 

the Weapons of War and men of the field we will spend time looking at themes of the nature of War. 

We will tie this to the human condition, asking the question is war a necessary force to drive civilizations 

and peoples forward while keeping the ethic question of bloodshed in mind. We will look at two battles 

per unit to find underlying similarities and differences for example, the sea battles of Salamis and 

Surigao Strait will be looked at concurrently, as would the Siege of Byzantium and the Battle of 

Stalingrad would be done together. This elective class is built as a semester long class.   

Introduction to Law          1 Cr. 

Introduction to Law provides an overview of the law and the legal system.  This course covers the 

Constitution, court system, attorney-client relationship, administrative law, crimes, torts, contract law, 

family law, owning and operating motor vehicles, renters and landlords, home ownership, employee and 

employer rights and duties, wills, trusts and probate laws and the Declaration of Independence.  The 

student will develop the knowledge and skills indicated by the Learning Outcomes for the course. 

Modern History A & B 

This course will look at major events starting in the mid-20th century in the United States.  Topics that 
will be covered will include the rise of big business, the Atomic Age, the Cold War through the 1960’s, an 
in-depth look at Vietnam, 1980s and Social Conservativism, the 1990’s, the rise of terrorism and 9/11. 
Modern History B will examine issues that occur in Europe and the rest of the Eastern Hemisphere 
during the 20th century.  We will examine the Cold War, the creation of the European Union, geopolitical 
strategies, the fall of the Communism and the rise of globalized politics.    
 



  
 

20 
 

Russian History           1 Cr. 

This course surveys the history of the Russian Empire, communist revolution, and the overall collapse of 

the USSR. We will examine numerous topics, including the foundation so Russia, the Muscovites, 

Romanovs, the Bolsheviks, WWII, the Cold War, and the collapse of the USSR. Knowing these topics will 

be important to the overall goal which is Russian unification. We will look at decisions, justification, and 

innovations the Russian people have used to unite and advance a complex and diverse society 

throughout history. 

Western Civilization I – Traditional or Honors – Required Freshman Course   1 Cr. 

Western Civilization I is a survey course designed to help you gain a better understanding of Western 

civilization.  We will examine what we think it is and why.   Underlying these specific questions about our 

topic are self-reflective inquiries about you as both a human being and a student.  It is significant to 

become acquainted with these concepts and the history of the world in which you live.  The timeline will 

begin in the opaque sands and rocks of pre-history.  We will move at a rapid pace through the basic 

archaeological and anthropological records of humans and first civilizations until we narrow our focus on 

the Italian and Balkan Peninsulas and the Black and Mediterranean Seas.  We will end the year with the 

rise of Augustus Caesar and the Pax  Romana.    

Special emphasis will be placed on the development of the foundations of Western culture and how and 

why Western civilization developed and spread in the manner it did.  The topics discussed in this course 

are very broad.  The broad themes will be narrowed and contextualized by focused readings.  These 

readings will take students through the ideas, lives and circumstances of the men and women who have 

given shape to what is broadly termed “Western civilization.”   

Western Civilization II – Traditional or Honors – Required Sophomore Course   1 Cr. 

Western Civilization II is a survey course of the historical eras of the Roman Empire, Middle Ages, 

Renaissance, Reformation, and Enlightenment.   

In each of these eras, one finds philosophical, economic, artistic, political, social, geographical, and 

religious influences on and factors in Western Society.  Each of these components will be examined 

within their historical contexts so that students can come to appreciate how the various worldviews of 

Western Civilization (Greco-Roman; Monotheistic; Autocratic & Democratic; Scientific-Rational; 

Aesthetic; Feminist) arose and came to expression. 

Psychology –Traditional or AP         1 Cr. 

Students will explore a thorough overview of different aspects in the field of Psychology. These 

explorations will center and relate back to three questions. 1) Are we a product of nature, nurture or a 

combination?  2) Are the mind and the brain the same thing? 3) If you knew all the variables, could you 

accurately predict human behavior?  
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During the fall semester we will investigate the history and science of psychology, after that we will 

move into biological themes. These will include sensations, states of consciousness, how we learn, 

memory, and cognition and language. The spring semester will have a separate syllabus. 

We will spend approximately one and a half weeks exploring each of the eight units. During this time the 

class will engage in Socratic discussions in order to share thoughts and gain a deeper understanding of 

the complex issues surrounding the field of Psychology. 

Philosophy 

Moral Philosophy I – Traditional or Honors – Required Freshman Course    ½ Cr. 

Moral philosophy is the study of how human beings ought to behave. It is the study of both ethics 

(standards of right and wrong conduct) and politics (the optimal modes of human interaction). Moral 

philosophy is traditionally distinguished from natural philosophy, which we now more commonly call 

science. Individuals who claim responsibility for their own actions will do well to become proficient in 

both branches of moral philosophy. 

Moral Philosophy is also an apt subject for making the transition from the second phase of a Classical 

Education, Logic, to the final phase, Rhetoric—which is the synthesis and eloquent expression of ideas. 

Students typically have plenty of ideas regarding ethics and politics. Some students are passionate about 

their views. The goal of this class is for students to think deeply about what makes life worth living and 

to wrestle with the definitions of words like justice, morality, truth, and  beauty, among others. Students 

will learn to explain and defend their ideas via cogent and eloquent argumentation. Students will 

employ the tools of logical reasoning learned in the second phase of the trivium to refine and clarify 

their ideas, channel their passions, and present their views in such a way that other people can 

understand them and perhaps be persuaded to agree. 

Moral Philosophy II – Required Junior or Senior Course      ½ Cr. 

The philosophical theme of the modern, and post-modern, age is that of relativism.  While  

relativism has  had a profound effect upon  every field of human endeavor in the 

technologically modern or Western world, its most sweeping effects may  well  be in how it 

has changed our culture's most fundamental ideas  about men  and women, how they relate 

to each other, love,  and marriage.  Much has been made about the supposed collapse of 

marriage as a fundamental institution for social stability and even the maintenance of 

civilization.  Some welcome the arrival of relationships which have “no strings attached;” 

others bemoan the loss of tried-and-tested courtship which served our culture for 

hundreds of years. All agree that, for good or ill, a vast tradition has been largely swept 

away. 

One of the most basic questions in moral philosophy asks whether there is an objectively 

knowable moral philosophy, a universal ethic to guide behavior to which all human beings 

should adhere. With regard to love and courtship, we might rephrase the question as: is 

there a better way for men and women to relate one-to-another than that which seems to 

dominate our culture today?  Can we know that one way is better than another? Are there 



  
 

22 
 

certain moral duties or responsibilities due women by men, and men by women, in such 

relationships?  If there are, how can we know them? Further, we will consider why the older 

tradit ion collapsed and consider whether this has been a good change, a disaster, or simply 

a change of no particular moral significance. Has anything really changed between men and 

women in the past hundred years or not? 

To answer these questions about love and courtship, we shall look at writings by 

philosophers, novelists, theologians, social scientists and contemporary cultural observers. 

These readings will span brief essays and articles all the way through two books. 

Moral Philosophy III          ½ Cr. 

The third Moral Philosophy class will use specific texts to focus on three themes: The Abolition of Man 

covers arguments for an objective moral standard and the results of losing objective standards, The 

Brothers Karamazov explores the topics of faith and doubt, moral responsibility, and free will, and 

Explaining Postmodernism will compare modes of thought through pre-modern, modern, and 

postmodern eras. 

Languages 

French I           1 Cr. 

French I introduces students to the French language.  Throughout the year, we will explore language in 

the context of culture, and increasingly advanced grammar. Learning French is beneficial for 

communicating with French people, enjoying literature from other cultures, and getting a better grasp 

of English grammar in comparing it to French.  Enjoying French is a way to appreciate the gift of 

language, and it is a way to show appreciation for our neighbors on the globe.  

French II           1 Cr. 

French II introduces students to the French language.  Throughout the year, we will explore language in 
the context of culture, and increasingly advanced grammar. Through language acquisition students learn 
communication strategies such as to derive meaning from context, ask for clarification effectively, and 
draw informed conclusions.  Students will also gain a better grasp of English grammar in comparing it to 
that of French.  Enjoying French is a way to open the mind to a whole new way of thinking. Students will 
leave the course with a greater global understanding.   

1. Students will memorize basic French vocabulary, verbs, and expressions. 

2. Students will use French grammar and vocabulary in discussions, games, and skits. 

3. Students will write simple compositions in French. 

4. Students will demonstrate comprehension of oral presentations and stories in French. 

5. Students will read authentic French literature. 

6. Students will recognize French culture, history and geography. 
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French III           1 Cr. 

While promoting both active (writing and speaking) and passive (reading and listening) means of 

communication, we will explore the following content in the French language: 

 Review of Year 2 

 Pronouns: direct and indirect object pronouns, y and en 

 Past and Present expressions to indicate recent past, present progressive and other matters of 

time 

 Introduction of the concept of Mood 

 Supposition 

 The present conditional 

 
Latin I – Required Freshman Course        1 Cr. 

This course is designed to teach students basic Latin as presented in Oxford Latin I. 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to form and translate basic Latin 

sentences in the present, imperfect and future tenses and in the active voice, as well as know 

all rudimentary uses of nouns in the first three declensions. 

Latin II            1 Cr. 

This course is designed to teach students Latin grammar and vocabulary as presented in Balme 

and Morwood’s Oxford Latin Course, Part II. 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to form and translate most Latin 

constructions which do not involve the subjunctive and know all common uses of nouns. 

Latin III            1 Cr. 

This course is designed to teach Latin grammar and vocabulary as presented in Balme and 

Morwood’s Oxford Latin Course, Part III. 

Students will improve their reading fluency in Latin. 

Latin IV            1 Cr. 

This class develops students’ Latin reading ability and introduces students to the literature and 

literary devices of the Latin Language. We will be reading selections from Julius Caesar’s De 

Bello Gallico and Virgil’s Aeneid. 

The purpose of this class is double: both to learn the skill of reading the Latin language and also 

to develop sensitivity to literary style and merit. Students who complete this course will be able 

to read ancient Latin sources fluently and will have a heightened sense of the value, power and 

beauty of literature. 
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Spanish I           1 Cr. 

This class will prepare students to communicate in Spanish on a basic level. They will learn how 

to have everyday conversations using the most common tenses.  They will also learn how to 

read and understand conversations and simple texts.  Students will use the grammar and 

vocabulary from each unit in a variety of ways to reinforce the learning.   Some examples of 

these would be translating passages, completing sentences, writing their own sentences, and 

having conversations with classmates or the teacher. 

Spanish II/III           1 Cr. 

This class will prepare students to communicate in Spanish on an intermediate level. They will 

learn how to communicate doubt and uncertainty as well as more complex conversations they 

might encounter in a real life situation.  In addition they will also learn how to read and 

understand normal conversations and intermediate level texts.  Students will use the grammar 

and vocabulary from each unit in a variety of ways to reinforce the learning. Some examples of 

these would be translating passages, completing sentences, writing their own sentences, and 

having conversations with classmates or the teacher. Students will also learn an appreciation of 

the Spanish speaking culture. 

Mathematics 

Algebra I           1 Cr. 

Algebra I is an introductory course for students into the world of higher mathematics. This class is a 

study of the language, concepts, and techniques of Algebra that will prepare students to approach and 

solve problems following a logical succession of steps. Skills taught in the course lay groundwork for 

upper level math and science courses and have practical uses. The main goal of this course is to provide 

students with a thorough and extensive study of linear and quadratic functions and graphing on the x-y-

coordinate system. The course starts off with a quick review of basic algebraic concepts, such as 

variables, order of operations, exponents and problem solving skills. They will gain a thorough 

introduction to functions, the basis of all of algebra and higher mathematics, such as calculus. The end 

of the course takes the students’ knowledge of Algebra 1 one step further by introducing them to some 

basic concepts of trigonometry.  

In Algebra I, students will learn the process of solving equations, working with polynomials, radical and 

exponential functions, advanced algebraic word problems and will be introduced to more advanced 

mathematical concepts. Preparation for Geometry and Algebra II will be emphasized.  Each unit will last 

approximately one to two weeks in length; this will be determined by the student’s comprehension of 

each unit. Among the Colorado educational standards, students will use algebraic methods to explore, 

model, and describe patterns and functions involving numbers, shapes, data, and graphs in problem-

solving situations and communicate the reasoning used in solving these problems. 
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Algebra II           1 Cr. 

Algebra II is a systematic study of elementary functions: linear, quadratic, polynomial, rational, 

exponential and logarithmic functions, and trigonometric functions. The course builds and develops a 

conceptual understanding of the fundamental concept of functions, which will be introduced at the 

beginning of the course and will be reviewed and further developed as we study new types of functions. 

The students will learn how to solve systems of linear equations and linear inequalities, and develop an 

understanding of the relationships between linear equations and geometric objects such as lines and 

planes in 2- and 3-dimensional space. The connection between algebra and geometry will be further 

explored through the study of circles, ellipses, and other conic sections in relation to quadratic 

equations. The students will acquire a solid foundation in analytic geometry which will provide a strong 

basis for advanced mathematics such as calculus in college. The course will end with a unit on sequences 

and series, introducing students to the concepts of limits and continuity which are fundamental to the 

study of calculus. Students who complete the course successfully would have acquired a solid 

foundation for higher mathematics. 

Business Math           1 Cr. 

This course covers a wide range of contemporary personal finance-related and business-related 

math topics such as banking, budgeting, using credit cards, marketing, and calculating and 

analyzing business costs.  A major emphasis of Business Math is the application of these skills to 

real-world scenarios students can use in their everyday lives.   

Business Math emphasizes calculating pay, verifying net pay, budgeting, understanding credit cards and 

loans, the costs of buying/owning a vehicle, and the costs of buying/owning a home. 

Calculus           1 Cr. 

Calculus is the mathematics of motion and change. Where there is growth and variation, where forces 

are causing acceleration, calculus is the right mathematical tool to apply. This was true in the beginning 

of the subject centuries ago, and it is true today. 

Calculus was first invented in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries to solve problems about motions 

of celestial bodies – problems that were mainly mechanical and geometrical in nature. It enabled people 

to define slopes of curves, to calculate velocities and accelerations of moving bodies, and to predict the 

times when planets would be closest together or farthest apart. It enabled people to determine the 

future location of a moving body from its present position and knowledge of the forces acting on it, and 

to calculate the volumes and masses of solids of irregular shapes. 

Today, calculus and its extensions in mathematics are far reaching indeed. Researchers and 

professionals in fields as diverse as astronomy, physics, biology, economics, business, and finance use it 

to develop mathematical models that bring understanding about the universe and the world around us. 

The goal of this course is to present a modern view of single-variable calculus. 
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Geometry           1 Cr. 

By the time students enroll in a rigorous Geometry course, they have explored several elementary 

concepts of geometry. They have discovered, for example, that the sum of the interior angles of a 

triangle is 180° and that parallel lines do not intersect. They have not explored, however, how or why 

that knowledge matters. Their understanding of elementary geometry concepts needs to be reinforced 

and deepened, organized into an axiomatic system and made relevant to the world. As a rigorous 

Geometry course, the students enrolled will discover the fundamental concepts of geometry in much 

the same ways that René Descartes and Euclid before him may have discovered them: through logical 

exploration and thorough investigation.  

Such work develops students’ deep understanding and, consequently, increases their chances for 

success. A rigorous Geometry course begins with the basics: it names certain undefined terms from 

which all other terms are later defined (e.g., points, lines, planes); it identifies axioms or postulates; it 

then investigates problems and relationships that lead to theorems that must be proved. With these 

basic concepts, the course studies the properties of plane figures from line segments to rays, angles, 

polygons, and circles; the properties of solids; perimeter, area, and volume; as well as similarity, 

congruence, and symmetry. The course presents these geometric concepts through several approaches 

to geometry (e.g., Euclidean, coordinate, transformational), and it introduces students to trigonometry.  

Throughout their studies, students will be asked to justify their reasoning and to construct formal proofs 

using the language and structure of mathematics, always building upon what they know. In other words, 

the skills students need to think logically are emphasized. Meanwhile, students learn by becoming 

familiar with tools that enhance conceptual understanding and aid in problem solving, from the low-

tech (e.g., straightedge, protractor, compass) to the high-tech (e.g., graphing calculators) for 

investigations.  

Pre-Calculus           1 Cr. 

Course description coming soon! 

Statistics I           1 Cr. 
 
This is a one-year course, equivalent to a one-semester introductory college course in statistics. It 

introduces the students to basic and important concepts, methods, and tools in statistics used by 

researchers to gain meaningful information and insights from collections of data. It also incorporates the 

four approaches as prescribed by the AP curriculum: exploring data through the use of graphical and 

numerical techniques, developing plans for data collection and analysis by sampling and 

experimentation, using probability to anticipate results, and confirming models through statistical 

inferences. The course is algebra-based, but does require a degree of maturity in logical thinking and 

deductive and inductive reasoning. 

Statistics II           1 Cr. 

Course description coming soon! 
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Foundations of Math I/II/III         1 Cr. 

In Foundations of Math, students will learn the algebraic properties such as the associative and 

distributive properties, learn steps to successfully tackle and solve word problems, and will be 

introduced to Cartesian graphing and other algebraic concepts. Preparation for Algebra I will be 

emphasized and topics including basic geometric properties such as the concepts of perimeter, area and 

volume. Among other Colorado educational standards, students will develop number sense and use 

numbers and number relationships in problem solving situations and communicate the reasoning used 

in solving such problems. 

Economics – Required Senior Course        ½ Cr. 

The social science of economics studies how people choose to use their scarce resources to satisfy their 

wants and needs.  This course will cover the laws of supply and demand, divisions of labor and 

specialization, market clearing price as well as the major economic models.  It will also look at how these 

concepts play out both in the U.S. and our current global economy. Students will be able to use these 

concepts to evaluate current economic issues critically and come to sound economic conclusions.  We 

will read selections from a variety of economic philosophers, including but not limited to, Adam Smith, 

Fredric Bastiat, and John Locke. The textbook for the class will be Lessons for the Young Economist by Dr. 

Robert P. Murphy.  

Personal Finance – Required Senior Course       ½ Cr. 

This course will focus on equipping students to make the financial decisions that they will face after 

graduation.  This class will be very hands on as students will walk through many of the financial decision 

that life will bring.  This class will culminate with each student presenting a project of where they hope 

to be financially in 5 or 10 years and the decisions that they will need to make to get there. 

Science 

Anatomy and Physiology         1 Cr. 

This two-semester course provides a solid foundation in the anatomy and physiology of the human 

body. The eleven body systems will be covered from both an anatomical and physiological perspective. 

Vocabulary will be a large part of this course. Daily study will be important to the acquisition of medical 

language.   

As a science course, anatomy and physiology will involve laboratory experiences, dissection of 

mammalian organisms, notes and discussion with the aim that students understand and are able to 

apply the concepts. 

Anatomy and Physiology II: Pathophysiology       1 Cr. 

This two-semester course is an introduction to pathophysiology, the effects of disease on the normal 

healthy body systems for each of the body systems. The students will review the healthy function of 

each system. Subsequent to review, the students will choose a disease or defect associated with the 

body system and write a review that includes the disease pathway and any treatments and rates of 



  
 

28 
 

survival and other outcomes. The research will include treatments throughout time (ancient to modern) 

and Eastern and Western practices. They will then present the research to their peers. Once the 

presentations are complete, the students will engage in a Socratic Discussion to compare the various 

diseases and think of new ways to treat and /or prevent the diseases.  

Students will be expected to design a laboratory experiment that can be used to study a body system or 

disease of their choice. Their lab designs should include research of current scientific investigation and 

all of the statistical requirements for conducting a large-scale experiment (random sampling procedures, 

etc.) The labs should be able to be performed in class on a small scale.  

AP Biology           1 Cr. 

The AP Biology course is designed to provide students with the fundamentals of an introductory college 

level biology class in a classical education setting. Students have had a solid foundation in the study of 

natural sciences with the prerequisites in biology chemistry, botany, zoology, anatomy and physiology. 

AP Biology is offered as a senior level course; however, juniors can take the course if they have 

completed the prerequisites. 

AP Environmental Science         1 Cr. 

This class will look at many topics in Environmental Science.  We will cover major 

environmental topics such as: biodiversity, global warming, energy, the atmosphere, water, soil, 

human populations and waste.  Because this course is Environmental SCIENCE and not 

Environmental Studies, it will fulfill the 40% College Board requirement by providing a large 

laboratory and field investigation component.  This allows students to learn about the 

environment through first hand observation.    

AP Physics I           1 Cr. 

This two semester course is structured as an equivalent to a one semester college physics course 

normally taken by students in life sciences, pre-medicine and some applied sciences. It also provides 

excellent preparation for students intending to major in physics, engineering or other physical sciences. 

The course covers Newtonian mechanics (including rotational dynamics and angular momentum); work, 

energy, and power; mechanical waves and sound. It will also introduce electric circuits. Students will 

have the opportunity to take the AP Physics I Exam in May. Colleges may offer course credit to entering 

students, depending on their scores on the AP test. Students will perform a number of hands-on, open-

ended laboratory experiments and investigations. The details of these labs will be reported in the 

student’s laboratory notebooks. A formal lab report will be required for some labs. Students should 

ensure that they keep their laboratory notebooks after completion of the course because some colleges 

may request to inspect them before issuing course credit. The course uses a college level text and will be 

paced and graded as would a college physics class. 

AP Physics II           1 Cr. 

This two semester course is structured as an equivalent to a one semester college physics course 

normally taken by students in life sciences, pre-medicine and some applied sciences. It also provides 
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excellent preparation for students intending to major in physics, engineering or other physical sciences. 

The course covers fluid mechanics; thermodynamics; electricity and magnetism; optics; and atomic and 

nuclear physics. Students will have the opportunity to take the AP Physics II Exam in May. Colleges may 

offer course credit to entering students, depending on their scores on the AP test. Students will perform 

a number of hands-on, open-ended laboratory experiments and investigations. The details of these labs 

will be reported in the student’s laboratory notebooks. A formal lab report will be required for some 

labs. Students should ensure that they keep their laboratory notebooks after completion of the course 

because some colleges may request to inspect them before issuing course credit. The course uses a 

college level text and will be paced and graded as would a college physics class. Successful completion of 

Physics I is a prerequisite for this course. 

Astronomy           ½ Cr. 

This one-semester course will introduce students to a science that is ancient, but continues to be 

studied extensively in the modern age. During the course of the semester we will take a journey through 

the universe to learn about astronomy’s history, constellations, the solar system, life cycle of stars, 

galaxies, cosmology, and exobiology. Students will be taught skills in note taking, observation, research 

and investigation. 

Biology I – Traditional or Honors        1 Cr. 

This two-semester course provides a solid foundation in biology. The major themes are: living systems 

change through time; living systems interact with their environment and depend on other systems; 

living systems are related to members of other generations by genetic material passed along during 

reproduction; growth of an individual conforms to a well-defined pattern of differentiation controlled by 

the organism’s genetic makeup; living systems are complex and highly organized, and they require 

matter and energy to maintain this organization; and living systems maintain a relatively stable internal 

environment through their regulatory mechanisms and behavior. 

Biology II           1 Cr. 

This two semester course is an upper level science course.  The prerequisite for this course is Biology I. 

The course will cover the four Big Ideas of science and the seven Science Practices that will prepare the 

student to continue college preparation for a career in the field of biological sciences. This course 

includes 14 required laboratory exercises and extensive readings.   

Botany            ½ Cr. 

The course is designed to introduce students to the fundamental concepts and principles of Botany.  

This course surveys the major plant groups and familiarizes students with the diversity of the Plant 

Kingdom. Throughout the course students will collect and preserve specimens, use various field guides 

and reference texts to identify local and invasive plant species. Students will study the role of plants in 

ecosystems throughout the world. Just as naturalists in the 17th and 18th centuries students will develop 

and share collections through presentations to their peers.  
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Chemistry           1 Cr. 

This course provides students with a fundamental understanding of matter and change, scientific 

measurements and procedures, atomic structure, chemical bonding, chemical formulas, chemical 

reactions and equations, states of matter, stoichiometry, gas laws, solution chemistry, acids and bases, 

and oxidation-reduction reactions.  

As a science course, Chemistry will involve laboratory experiences and notes/discussion with the aim 

that students understand the concepts. While Chemistry vocabulary is extensive, it must be learned 

within the conceptual framework; memorization of definitions is not sufficient for success. 

Geology           ½ Cr. 

This one semester course is concerned with understanding the processes that operate at or beneath the 

surface of the Earth, and the materials on which those processes operate. Students will investigate Earth 

as a dynamic planet that is constantly changing.  During the course of the semester students will learn 

about how to identify common minerals and rocks, the processes that shape Earth, natural hazards, 

glaciers and glaciation, local geologic formations, and natural resources. 

Introduction to Physical Science        1 Cr. 

This two-semester physical science course provides preparation for future science courses that will be 

taken at Caprock. The main focus is on chemistry and physics. Topics in geology and biology will also be 

discussed.  Throughout the school year students are taught skills in homework completion, laboratory 

investigation, test preparation, reading and taking notes in a science textbook. 

Zoology           ½ Cr. 

The course is designed to introduce students to the fundamental concepts and principles of Zoology.  
This course surveys the major phylum groups and familiarizes students with the diversity of the Animal 
Kingdom. Throughout the course students will collect and dissect preserved specimens, use various field 
guides and reference texts to identify phyla and species.  Just as naturalists in the 17th and 18th 
centuries, students will develop and share collections through presentations to their peers.  

 

Technology 

Computer Arts           1 Cr. 

This course aims to engage understanding how the use of the elements and principles of art and design 

can help explain the visual organization of the world around us and its effect on those that view it. The 

class will overview foundations of graphic design as found in advertisement, logos, signs, literature, 

history, packaging, business cards, and other every-day application. Students will learn the foundations 

of design dating back to prehistoric cave paintings to its evolution of today’s modern design. Students 

will learn to analyze works to break it down to its base form and foundation to understand true meaning 

and psychology behind design. Students will understand how a foundation in traditional arts is critical in 

the use of technology to create effective design. We will also cover what it means to work for a client, 

producing works of art for practical use as well as covering proper naming conventions, file 
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management, keyboard shortcuts, and other digital tools that help students to understand and use 

technology more efficiently. 

Computer Literacy – Required Freshman Course       ½ Cr. 

This course provides an overview of the tools available in the OpenOffice.org suite. Specific applications 

include: 

 Writer- a word processor similar to MS Word 

 Calc- a spreadsheet program similar to MS Excel 

 Base- a database program similar to MS Access 

 Impress- a presentation program similar to MS PowerPoint 

These programs will be used individually and in combination to complete various projects with the aim 

of providing a solid foundation in Computer Literacy. After basic competency is developed in each 

program as well as in typing speed and accuracy, students will complete projects to apply their newly 

acquired skills.  

The topics covered in this course are designed to give students a glimpse of the wide breath of tools that 

will help them through their academic and personal careers. 
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Daily Schedule: 
 

7:15 - 8:00 1st Hour              

8:03 - 8:48 2nd Hour 

8:51 - 9:36 3rd Hour 

9:39 - 10:24 4th Hour 

10:27 - 11:12 5th Hour 

11:12 - 11:51 Lunch 

11:51 - 12:36 6th Hour 

12:39 - 1:24 7th Hour 

1:27 - 2:12 8th Hour 

2:15 - 2:45 Study Hall 

Student Fees: 

Student fees and supplies are used to: 

1. Provide additional educational opportunities for specific courses. Student fees help to pay 
for many miscellaneous supplies and provide additional resources for specific student 
related use. All students taking band courses will be required to purchase band supplies in 
addition to paying a student fee of $15.  All students taking choir courses will be required to 
pay a student fee of $15.  All students taking theatre will be required to pay a student fee of 
$15.00.  Students taking art classes will be required to pay a $20 fee to cover supplies. There 
may be fees for some elective classes.  Student fees for high school athletics is $175 per 
sport.  High school parking permits will be required for high school drivers and cost $15. 

2. If students are taking Algebra I math classes and above, they will need a graphing calculator.  
The school will have ones for rental for $25 per school year.  If calculator is damaged or lost, 
then student will have to pay the replacement value of the calculator (approx. $100 at this 
time). 

3. The high school student fee for the 2019-2020 school year is $80.  There is a senior fee for a 
cap and gown rental that is $25.     

4. All fees are set and approved annually by the CABOD. These fees are voluntary and it is not 
the intent of Caprock Academy to deny any student full participation in the Caprock 
program due to a financial hardship. Please contact the Head of School if the Student Fee 
would create such a hardship. 

5. Please make checks payable to “Caprock Academy”. 
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Dress Code: 

Dress Code 

Policy SE-4.2 

Caprock School Uniform 

  

UNIFORM DRESS CODE FOR ALL STUDENTS K-12  
 

1. Uniform Bottoms - Pants/Skirts/Skorts/Shorts  

a. Style and Material: 

i. Classic uniform style and material (e.g., not denim or corduroy material; not 

cargo, Capri, or legging style; no embellishment, such as stripes, embroidery, 

extra zippers, rhinestones, etc.).  

ii. Waistbands may be regular, contour, casing, elastic, or a combination; and with 

or without belt loops (Note: if belt loops removed, then holes sewn up; if elastic, 

then no external drawstrings).  

b. Colors: 

i. Solid Khaki/Tan or Navy Blue  

c. Length (when standing):  

i. Uniform Pants – the bottom edge may fall anywhere from the top of the shoe to 

the heel of the shoe  

ii. Uniform Skirts/Skorts/Shorts- the bottom edge may fall anywhere from the top 

of the knee to the bottom of the knee  

d. How/When Worn:  

i. Uniform Pants - waistband sits at the waist, above the hips; worn with a 

Uniform Belt [see below] if pants have belt loops;  

ii. Uniform Shorts - waistband sits at the waist, above the hips; worn with a 

Uniform Belt [see below] if shorts have belt loops; may be worn from the first 

day of school until Fall Break, and then, again, from the first day of school after 

Spring Break until the last day of the school year  

iii. Uniform Skirts/Skorts - waistband sits at the waist, above the hips; worn (1) with 

a Uniform Belt [see below] if skirts/skorts have belt loops; (2) with a pair of 

close fitting (e.g., bicycling or athletic), matching-color shorts; and (3) with 

Uniform Tights [see below] (from the first day of school after Fall Break until the 

last day of school before Spring Break).  

2. Uniform Jumpers and Polo Dresses  

a. Style and Material:  

i. Uniform Jumpers - Classic uniform style and material (e.g., not denim or 

corduroy material; no embellishment, such as stripes, embroidery, extra zippers, 

rhinestones, etc.); may be sleeveless or short sleeved  

ii. Uniform Polo Dresses – Classic polo knit material; may be short or long sleeved 

iii. Uniform Jumpers and Polo Dresses – may be with or without waistband; 

waistbands may be regular, contour, casing, elastic, or a combination and with 
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or without belt loops (Note: if belt loops removed, then holes sewn up; if elastic, 

then no external drawstrings)  

b. Colors:  

i. Uniform Jumpers - Solid Khaki/Tan or Navy Blue  

ii. Uniform Polo Dresses – Solid Red, White, or Navy Blue  

c. Length (when standing):  

i. Uniform Jumpers and Polo Dresses - the bottom edge may fall anywhere from 

the top of the knee to the bottom of the knee  

d. How Worn:  

i. Uniform Jumpers and Polo Dresses - worn with (1) either a Uniform Belt [see 

below] or matching fabric, solid color belt, if Uniform Jumper/Polo Dress has 

belt loops; (2) with close fitting (e.g., bicycling or athletic), matching-color 

shorts; and (3) with Uniform Tights [see below] from the first day of school after 

Fall Break until the last day of school before Spring Break  

ii. In addition, Uniform Polo Shirts [see below] are worn under sleeveless Uniform 

Jumpers  

3. Uniform Tops  

a. Style and Material:  

i. Classic polo shirts; knit material; with collars; short or long sleeved, with or 

without Caprock Academy official logo (but no other logos).  

b. Colors:  

i. Solid Red, White, or Navy Blue  

c. How Worn:  

i. Top button (if any) may be left undone; Uniform Tops are tucked into Uniform 

Bottoms; short sleeve t-shirts, in solid red, white, or blue color, may be worn 

under short or long sleeve Uniform Polo Shirts; long sleeve t-shirts or turtle neck 

shirts, in solid red, white, or blue color, may be worn under long sleeve Uniform 

Polo Shirts.  

4. Uniform Shoes 

a. Style and Material:  

i. Classic Dress Shoe and Saddle Shoe styles (e.g., not hiking boots, cowboy boots, 

work shoes, or combat boots)- leather or leather-like material; lace-up or slip–

on; closed heel and closed toed; top of the shoe may extend up to the ankle; 

Dress Shoe heel of up to 2 inches.  

ii. Sneaker styles (athletic style, jogging or tennis shoes) – leather, leather-like, or 

fabric material; lace-up or slip–on; closed heel and closed toed; may be high or 

low top.  

iii. No wheels or lights or embellishments (e.g., sparkles, glitter, rhinestones, pom-

poms, etc.).  

b. Colors:  

i. Uniform Dress Shoes and Sneakers – Navy Blue, Black, White, Brown, or Red 

(both the main color of shoes and the color of any laces, trim and/or decorative 

components).  
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ii. Uniform Saddle Shoes – any combination of Navy Blue, Black, White Brown, or 

Red (all for main color of shoe/contrast saddle color, and color of any laces 

and/or trim).  

c. How/When Worn:  

i. Uniform Sneakers are Uniform Shoes for gym class.  

ii. At all other times (e.g., in class), Uniform Dress Shoes, Uniform Saddle Shoes, or 

Uniform Sneakers may be worn for Uniform Shoes unless expressly required 

otherwise (e.g., concert dress).  

d. Exception:  

i. Snow Boots - from time to time, permission may be given for snow boots to be 

worn outdoors, on playgrounds and fields, in relevant weather conditions 

5. Uniform Socks and Tights: 

a. Style and Material:  

i. Uniform Socks – any style from footie to knee sock; solid color; may have small 

(up to ¼ inch) additional band of color at top; any material  

ii. Uniform Tights – plain (e.g., no fishnet), close fitting, full length (waist to toe) leg 

wear; traditional tights or pantyhose material  

b. Colors:  

i. Uniform Socks - solid Black, Brown, Tan, White, Navy Blue, or Red (for main 

color of Uniform Socks and trim)  

ii. Uniform Tights - solid Black, Brown, Tan, White, Navy Blue, Red, or color 

matching student’s skin tone  

c. How/When Worn:  

i. Uniform Socks or Tights are worn with Uniform Shoes  

6. Uniform Belts  

a. Style and Material:  

i. Uniform Belts for Uniform Bottoms – plain, smooth or woven leather/faux 

leather material  

ii. Uniform Belts for Uniform Jumpers or Polo Dresses – plain, smooth leather/faux 

leather material, or fabric and solid color material matching Uniform 

Jumper/Polo Dress  

iii. For all Uniform Belts – plain style (e.g., no grommets, logos, words, or 

embellishments); and simple, plain metallic buckle (e.g., no rodeo-style or other 

uniquely shaped buckles).  

b. Colors:  

i. Solid Navy Blue, Black, White, Brown, or Red  

c. How/When Worn:  

i. Uniform Belts are worn at the waist of Uniform Bottoms, Uniform Jumpers, and 

Uniform Polo Dresses WITH belt loops; buckle worn centered on the body.  

7. Uniform Outerwear  

a. Uniform Sweaters and Uniform Sweater Vests – in sweater, knit material; pullover, 

cardigan, or vest style (all without hoodies); in solid colors of Navy Blue, Red, or White, 

may be worn at any time.  
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b. Official Caprock Logo Uniform Fleece Jacket – as and when approved by the Head of 

School (for style, logo, color, etc) and available for purchase, an Official Caprock Logo 

Uniform Fleece Jacket may be worn at any time (see below for all other fleece material 

clothing).  

c. Official Caprock Letter Jackets – Official Caprock Letter Jackets may be worn at any time.  

d. All Other Jackets, Sweatshirts and Sweaters - (with or without hoods) may be worn for 

warmth: to/from school, between classes, during outdoor lunch/recess, and with 

express permission as may be needed for cold conditions in other circumstances; and 

will otherwise be stored during classes.  

8. Official Caprock Spirit Wear and Spirit Days  

a. Official Caprock Logo Tops of any style or material (including tops with hoodies), are 

Official Caprock Sprit Wear and, on official “Spirit Days,” may be worn anywhere, at any 

time (including in the class room, during classes).  

9. Caprock Uniform – Additional Appearance Elements and Universal Exclusions  

a. Hair - Hair may be: any natural shade of hair color (e.g., black, blond, brown, red, gray, 

or white); dyed or highlighted in any such natural shades of hair color (but not dipped, 

dotted, striped or blocked dye patterns); and worn in any style, including full or partially 

shaved (so long as style does not risk injury to wearer or another, or impede the ability 

of the wearer or another to fully participate in academic or physical activities, e.g., sharp 

pointed spikes; blocking the reasonable view of others, etc.). Faces are clean-shaven and 

side burns can be worn to the bottom of the ear lobe.  

b. Hair Accessories – Traditional hair accessories (e.g., head bands, hair ties, elastics, 

barrettes, feathers, etc., but not hair nets, or bandanas) may be worn in the colors of 

Red, White, Navy Blue, Black, or Brown, in a size up to the wearer’s fist.  

c. Headwear – Hats, bandannas, and sunglasses may be worn outdoors and stored while 

indoors.  

d. Jewelry – any of the following jewelry may be worn: Earrings - up to 2 pairs, which may 

have gems, and be up to the size of a nickel (but not ear “plugs” or “spools,” and no 

other jewelry in any other body piercings); Necklaces - metal-tone and fine linked or 

leather, with any pendant concealed under the Uniform Top; Watch - one traditional 

watch (without characters), with a band material rubber-like, metal toned, or leather, in 

the colors of Red, White, Brown, Black, Navy Blue, or Red; Bracelets (but not anklets); 

and Rings – one, metal-toned ring. No jewelry with sharp, protruding, or dangling 

adornments.  

e. Makeup – Beginning in the 8th grade, make-up may be worn (but no face paint, glitter, 

gems, etc.). 

f. Finger Nails – when in Caprock Uniform, nails (natural or artificial) are worn finger-tip 

length; and may be worn with polish - in a solid color (e.g., no stripes, dots, characters, 

gems, glitter, etc.) of Red, Navy Blue, White, or skin tone (of the wearer); or in a “French 

Style” manicure, the base of which is in a solid skin-tone (of the wearer) and the tips of 

which are in a solid color of Red, Navy Blue, or White.  

g. Tattoos- when in Caprock Uniform, temporary or permanent tattoos are covered (not 

visible).  
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h. Universal Exclusions – the following exclusions apply to any apparel worn by students at 

any school (or school-sponsored) event or activity: no advertising of tobacco, alcohol, 

marijuana, other controlled or illegal substances; no slogans or statements with sexual 

innuendoes; and no identification with membership in a gang.  

ADDITIONAL UNIFORM ITEMS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS (9-12)  

1. Additional Material and Style for High School Uniform Bottoms (Pants, Skirts, Skorts, and Shorts) 

– High School students may also wear these Uniform Bottoms in a classic dress style and 

material (in addition to a classic uniform style and/or material).  

2. Additional Colors for High School Uniform Bottoms, Jumpers, Polo Dresses, Polo Shirts, T-

Shirts/Turtle Neck Shirts (Worn Underneath Polo Shirts), Shoes, Socks, Belts, Sweaters, Sweater 

Vests, Hair Accessories, and Nail Polish – in addition to the colors approved for all students, High 

School students may wear any of these Uniform items or elements in solid gray or black colors.  

3. Additional Material, Style and Colors for High School Uniform Dress Tops – In addition to the 

Uniform Polo Shirt, High School Students may wear classic, button down, dress shirts, in the 

solid colors of Oxford or Navy Blue, Red, Maroon, Black, Gray, or White (High School Uniform 

Dress Shirt); and a crew neck t-shirt may be worn underneath in a solid color of any of these 

colors.  

4.  Jackets, Blazers, Sports Coats, and Suits for High School Uniform – High School Students may 

wear a solid color, Navy Blue, Gray, or Black Jacket/Sport Coat/Blazer or dress suit; Full-length or 

¾ length sleeves; all to be worn with a High School Uniform Dress Shirt.  

5. Ties and Suspenders for High School Uniform Dress Shirts –A High School Dress Shirt may also be 

worn with: a Uniform Tie - in a single, solid color of, or pattern primarily in the color of, Red, 

White, Navy Blue, Brown, Black, or Gray (with stripes, plaid or dots also in these colors); and/or 

Uniform Suspenders – in a solid (unadorned) Navy Blue or Black color worn along with a 

Uniform Belt.  

NOTE – with these additions, the Uniform Dress Code for all students are still applicable to High School 

Students and the expanded range of High School Uniforms (e.g., Appearance Elements, length of 

Uniform Bottoms, wearing Uniform Tops tucked into Uniform Bottoms, etc).  

OTHER DRESS CODES/EXCEPTIONS TO UNIFORM DRESS CODE  

1. There are other Dress Codes for extra-curricular school activities (e.g., sports, dances, etc.). 

Those Dress Codes are either set out in other Caprock Academy policies or will be provided by 

the School Representative (e.g., Athletic Director, Sponsoring Teacher) in charge of that extra-

curricular activity.  

2. Exceptions to the Uniform Dress Code above may also be made for:  

a. Special event days, which have been pre-scheduled and approved by the Head of 

School;  

b. Students participating in scouting programs who wish to wear the Scouting uniforms on 

meeting days;  

c. Proper Military Uniforms on meeting and ceremony days; and  
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d. Such accommodations as may be required to address a student’s temporary or long-

term medical or physiological needs or in respect of (and to comply with all applicable 

laws concerning) a student’s religious beliefs and/or national origin, cultural or ethnic 

practices. Please do direct any questions or requests in these areas to the Deans of our 

school. 

DANCES 

1. For all school dances, permission slips for students will be distributed, in advance, providing 

information for the dance, including the dance’s theme and suggested dress guidelines (e.g., 

Fifties, Luau, semi-formal, formal).  We encourage students to wear clothes that embrace the 

dance’s theme.  In all events, students’ clothing should not expose their undergarments or 

midriffs, or advertise tobacco, alcohol, or illegal substances; should not reflect slogans or 

statements with sexual innuendoes; and should not identify membership in a gang.   

2. Parents/guardians are asked to sign dance permission slips and students will need to provide 

the signed permission slip for admission to the dance. 

The CABD FULLY SUPPORTS the discretion of the faculty and administration as they enforce the 

dress code. Please check with a Dean of Students or designated administrator if you have any 

questions. This code is for the benefit of ALL our students. Parents, please help your older students 

set a good example and keep your school clothes shopping within our dress code parameters. The 

school is not responsible for school clothing purchases that do not comply strictly with our code. 

 

Extracurricular Activities: 

Students will be allowed to participate in extracurricular activities outside of the school day.  The intent 
of Caprock Academy High School is to have extracurricular activities as time, interest, and space allow.  
Currently we offer several girls and boys sports as well as several after school clubs and activities. 

Students will not be allowed to leave school early for practice, but will be excused from classes when 
there are games or competitions from other clubs.  Students will be required to make up the work 
according to the excused absence policy. 

According to C.R.S. 22-32-116.5.1.a, each school district or public school shall allow any student to 
participate on an equal basis in any activity offered by the school district or the public school that is not 
offered at the student’s school of attendance. 
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Community Service for Students and Parent Volunteer 
Hours: 

Students 

Community involvement is also expected of the students as part of our vision.  Students are required to 
fulfill 20 hours of service (5 on campus and 15 off campus) throughout the calendar year, beginning on 
the first day of summer break and going through the end of school the following year.  Students are 
allowed to fulfill up to ½ of their hours during the summer break while completing the remainder during 
the school year.  There is a community service committee that assists families in getting their child’s 
hours fulfilled by providing information about events throughout the year.  Families can, however, 
choose their own community service events provided they follow the general guideline of providing 
service to the community at large.  Caprock Academy understands that family circumstances (i.e. 
divorce, loss of job) may arise during a particular year that may hinder a student’s ability to complete 
the required hours.  With those unique circumstances in mind, a grace period (the following school year) 
will be granted to allow the missed service hours to be made up. 
 
Parents 
 
Caprock Academy is a school of choice. Caprock Academy will offer viable opportunities in order that 
parents will be directly engaged in tutoring, coaching, preparing resource materials, and providing other 
necessary and invaluable assistance.  
 

HS parents are strongly encouraged to volunteer 10 hours per school year. Volunteers, at their expense, 
must complete a full background check available through the Sheriff’s office prior to volunteering. In 
order to receive credit, all hours must be logged in the parent section of RenWeb.  
 
• Parent volunteers are an integral part of Caprock Academy. Parents are not only welcome, but also 
crucial if we are to have high quality teaching of the entire curriculum each year. Parent volunteer 
activities are coordinated by the classroom teacher, designated Educational Assistant or Family Support 
Hours Coordinator.  
 
• Parents who will tutor in a specific subject or skill may be required to receive prior training.  
 
• Caprock encourages every adult - parents, step-parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles - to take a 
special interest in the lives of Caprock’s students, to act as mentors and tutors, and to instill in every 
student a love of learning. Parents work in conjunction with the faculty to ensure the most effective 
education possible for their children. To this end, parents are responsible for knowing and 
understanding the contents of Caprock’s Charter and are encouraged, but not required, to participate 
on school committees and provide other volunteer services. As indicated on the Caprock Academy 
volunteer form, volunteers may be removed for conflicts of interest or violation of confidentiality. The 
Head of School may revoke an individual’s ability to volunteer if it is in the best interest of the school.  
 
• Volunteer opportunities will be advertised via a weekly email. Parents are not restricted to 
volunteering in their children’s classroom. 
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Required Background Check 

Any adult who will have access to the students, i.e. playground duty, classroom assistance, traffic duty, 
etc. will be required to have a background check. This check is done at the Mesa County Sherriff’s 
Department or online at www.cbirecordscheck.com. Normally it takes only a few minutes; however, if 
they are busy they may ask that you return the next day to pick up the completed form. Bring this form 
to the school office where it will be maintained in a secured location. 

 

Volunteer/Parent Confidentiality and Conflict of Interest Agreement 

Volunteers often inadvertently have access to sensitive information. Any information about students, 
grades, faculty, etc. is to remain confidential. Volunteers may observe situations of a sensitive nature. 
These are also to remain confidential. If a volunteer has a concern involving something that is witnessed, 
observed, or overheard it may only be discussed with the faculty member, Head of School, or a member 
of the CABOD. If a volunteer disregards this policy, the privilege of volunteering may be revoked.  As a 
volunteer you will be required to sign the Volunteer/Parent Confidentiality and Conflict of Interest 
Agreement. 
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Closed Campus: 

Caprock Academy will continue to be a closed campus.  The lunch period is too short for students to 
leave campus for lunch and return safely.  The safety of our students is of paramount importance.  Early 
graduation and early release to participate in other programs will not be allowed.  Our rigorous classical 
education will provide different courses than what are ordinarily required for a student to graduate.  
Caprock Academy feels it is important to provide a quality foundation of educational excellence and 
character education so that students are fully equipped to pursue whatever career they choose to as an 
adult and will become productive global citizens. 

 

Student Driving Privileges  
 
Licensed high school students may drive to and from school. Students driving to and on campus will: 

1. Be required to purchase a high school parking permit for $15. 

2. Comply with Colorado licensing requirements, particularly the graduated licensing provisions.  

3. Park only in designated student parking areas between 7:00AM and 4:00PM.  

4. Drive slowly and carefully while on campus.  

5. Be prohibited from entering their parked car during school hours.  

6. Understand that their vehicle will be liable to searches by school officials.  

7. Form carpools only with the express consent of the driver and passenger’s parents/guardian. This 
mutual consent must be on file in the school office before carpooling.  

8. Comply with Caprock Academy’s “closed campus” policy. Students who need to leave campus during 
the school day, (e.g., for a dentist’s appointment) must have a parent’s note and will check out and back 
in with the office. Students allowed off campus should drive directly to and from their appointments 
without detours or intermediate stops.  

 

Cell Phone Usage  
 
Cell phones will not be allowed during the school day (morning drop-off to the completion of afternoon 
pickup) or during school-sponsored activities. Students having cell phones will turn them off and place 
them on the teacher’s desk or other designated place prior to the start of class. At no time will a student 
retain possession of their cell phone during the school day.  Parents needing to contact their student 
during the school day will do so by contacting the school office. Any cell phone found in a student’s 
possession during the school day will be confiscated and turned in to the Head of School or Dean of 
Students and will be returned only to the student’s parent. Any student found in violation of this policy 
will receive a discipline referral. Upon the second cell phone usage violation the cell phone will be 
confiscated for one month. Upon the third violation the cell phone will be confiscated for the remainder 
of the school year. 


